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Introduction 
Francis Bacon was a prose writer of renaissance age, a great 

philosopher and pioneer of scientific thoughts. He had set some 

goals in his life. One is to serve his country, second is to serve the 

church and the other is to learn the truth. 

His interest in his science and reasoning lead him to write 

critically about the aspects of life. He wrote many essays which 

till today receives appreciation and is up to date. Being an essayist 

his aim was to share the wisdom of his life. 

Style of Writing 
Bacon’s style is most remarkable for his preciseness. He has a 

great command of condensation of the sentences. Each sentence 

of his essay contains multiple meanings and references. He 

combines wisdom with brevity and his short, pithy sayings become 

famous as mottoes and useful expressions. 

His writing style is aphoristic which means a compact, condensed 

and epigrammatic style of writing. He was expert in expressing 

truth in a few possible words with beauty. His essays are an 

example of this aphoristic style. His essay “Of Truth” has many 

examples of the aphoristic style. 



 Truth & Lie 
Of truth is Bacon’s great work of prose which shows his keen 

observation of human beings with their attributes of truth and lie. 

In the beginning, he states that people generally do not care for 

the truth. 

He gives the example of Pilate, the governor of the Roman Empire 

while conducting the session with Jesus Christ, does not pay 

attention to the truth and said: “what is the truth? Said Jesting 

Pilate, and would not stay for an answer.” 

Reason Why People Hate Truth 
Moving on he describes the reasons why people do not like the 

truth. First, the truth is difficult to acquire without hard work 

and man is ever reluctant to work hard. Moreover, truth makes 

people bound to a certain fact. It diminishes freedom. 

According to Bacon truth is like a bright day which shows the real 

self. Truth is like a pearl that shows what is visible to the naked 

eye. It cannot show anything by adding unrealistic elements. 

Falsehood can show something apparent in dark. 

Lies and Pleasure 
People lie because it covers their real personality. Bacon rightly 

says that “A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.” The 

mixture of truth and lie makes things interesting and pleases 

everyone. 

He states if everything is presented as its real colour with no 

additional praise, flattering comments, and illusions the society 

will become indolent. 



Same is the case with poets. They add false praises in their 

poetry to reach a higher level of accomplishments. Truth is utmost 

important in every aspect of life civil or business. 

A bit of lie added to truth is like making an alloy of copper and 

gold. It becomes easier to work with these metals but at the same 

times, it makes it impure. 

Lie is Like Snake 
Bacon compares lie with a snake crawling on its belly instead of 

walking on its feet. The false person has to let his head down 

because he feels guilty all the time due to his habit of speaking 

falsehood all the time to earn benefits in business. There is no 

shameful act than to be a liar. 

Bacon quotes Montaigne who said that “a liar is a man who is 

brave towards God but is coward towards men.” He emphasizes 

on the wickedness of the falsehood by saying that these are the 

negative qualities of men which will call upon the judgment of God 

upon mankind. 

Conclusion 
Therefore Bacon concludes his essay with didacticism by giving a 

tinge of Christian morality. The essay is rich in manner and 

matter. This is a council, civil and moral and should be read slowly 

to understand the lucid and condensed prose style . 

mOF DEATH  

Summary by Bacon 

• Fear of the unknown 



Bacon describes the mortal human beings gripped with fear of the 

unknown and death is the biggest unknown mystery of human life. 

He describes fear-ridden men as children who are afraid of 

darkness, a space without the certainty of light. 

This fear is fed and reared by the frightening stories and 

accounts of death and darkness. Such mortal fear stops men from 

traversing the dark filled areas, both literally and figuratively. 

The thoughts and introspection that death demands are very 

normal. Reflecting on death as one reflects on life, with poise and 

calm shows wisdom and intellect. It is similar to the contemplation 

of one’s sins and mistakes and is a sign of intelligence and 

reasoning. 

These qualities are what makes a man religious and in turn 

makes him/her accountable to the actions that he/she 

commits. However, Bacon believes irrational fear of death and 

attributing it Nature’s supreme power of levelling well with evil is 

both unacceptable and problematic. 

Bacon goes on to highlight the underlying fear that causes men to 

succumb to religious extremism, superstition and futile rituals. 

Along with prayers and exhortations, men indulge in and become 

honour prisoner of superstition and irrational beliefs which stem 

from the fear of death itself. 

In order to assume the pain and suffering of death many people 

try to inflict some measurements of pain on themselves, as a way 

of appreciating the final pain of death. It also makes them more 

aware of the suffering caused in other people’s lives due to their 

actions and makes them more empathetic. 



But, often death is caused without us feeling much physical 

pain. Our organs like kidney, heart, lungs etc never 

experience profound pain like a severed finger or broken limb. 

Now, Bacon notes that the approach of death, the inevitable union, 

is what scares people even more than the event of death itself. It 

is the advent of death that is more frightening than its 

occurrence. 

Such fear is heightened and magnified by the scenes and sounds 

of people wailing and losing their composure at the sight of a dying 

man. 

It is the wails, convulsions, despair and cries of a dying man’s loved 

ones that send powerful chills and pangs of horror down the spine 

of many onlookers. It makes the experience even scarier than it 

actually is. 

Bacon says that alternatively, death is not that scary for the one 

who is dying. Since, he is in the embrace of his loved ones, cared 

for and looked after, he feels more empowered and at peace than 

he ever before. 

It is the sight of him cocooned by the enclosure of loving and 

doting friends and family that makes death an attraction for him. 

It becomes a way to attain salvation from the sufferance of life 

and its abandonment, loss, hardships and trials. In a way, death is 

not the villain in the human story. 

• Lessons from history 
Bacon gives another example from history. He describes the death 

of Roman emperor Otho who killed himself. His death brought 

such unbearable devastation and grief to his people that many of 



them committed suicide. Such morbid tribute was their way of 

honouring their king. 

Bacon goes on to qualify several emotions with the entity of death. 

They are the admirers of death. He says that revenge feels 

triumphant in death (as the seeker kills his object of vengeance). 

Death is full of spite for the emotion of love as it causes 

separation between the loved ones. It is aspired to and courted by 

honour and stands as its vindication. But for a dying man, death is 

an object that instils fear and trepidation. 

• Fear anticipates death 
Bacon talks about the Stoic philosopher Seneca who described 

death as the deliverance from the punishment of life. 

According to him, life is often monotonous and riddled with pain, 

loss, unfulfilled desires and dashed hopes. 

The weight of regrets, disappointments and suffering makes the 

prospect of death more attractive than life itself. Thus, death is 

the destruction of such suffering, an escape from the torture 

chamber of life. 

Such life of uneventful moments and painful monotony is brought 

to an end by the prospect of death. In a way, death elevates the 

boredom, misery and drudgery of so many lives that are neither 

heroic nor tragic. 

These lives are insignificant and untraceable in terms of their 

mundane and ordinary events and occurrences. Therefore many, on 

their death bed, welcome the embrace of death. 

The sweet release of an end to their monotonous and 

unspectacular life brings a level of vitality and excitement to 



them. They look forward to meeting the unknown visitor called 

death. 

Another historical example is used by Bacon. He describes 

Augustus Caesar who faced his death triumphantly. In his last 

moments, Caesar is strong and proud of his marriage and extends 

the same message to his wife. 

He describes the comments of Caesar’s companions who 

commented on his death and the dead body. Tiberius claimed that 

Caesar may have lost his bodily powers but he still had his powers 

to hide his true feelings. 

Vespasian proclaimed to be a god while Galba fomented to strike 

dead emperor’s neck for the betterment of Rome. 

Severus inquired if he was required to inflict more damage. 

Bacon goes on to criticize such the Stoic philosophers and 

commentators as they attributed to much value and valorization to 

death. 

Such grand comments and preparations only made death more 

frightening and horrific. He calls on the wise people who described 

death as a way of restore and maintain balance in Nature. 

CONCLUSION 
He goes on to talk about the cycle of birth and death. It is 

unrelenting, inevitable and inescapable. Whatever is born must 

witness death and both birth and death are painful processes 

to go through. 

A person who is engrossed in his ambition and hunt for success 

feels no pain in small and trivial setbacks or injuries. Much like a 



soldier who gets hurt in combat, he is possessed by his objective 

and does not even register small injuries or insignificant pain or 

fear. 

Finally, Bacon eulogies the bravery and courage of the people who 

welcome death while pursuing a good and hallowed cause. A soldier 

who dies trying to defend his country is an object of great 

admiration and praise, not just of his compatriots but also his 

enemies, detractors and critics. 

The trait of courage in the face of death is what elevates 

man to a place of heroic greatness and commendation. As long 

as he chased after glorious and righteous objectives, death raises 

his name above the vices of envy, hate and slander. 
 

maOF ADVERSITY SUMMARY 

Bacon opens the essay with the saying of Seneca, a 

Roman philosopher. He was a great nobleman, from 54 

AD to 62 AD, with intense wisdom. He was a writer, 

philosopher, statesman and a counselor who help people 

to face suffering and challenges with courage. Bacon 

quotes his saying in a memorable speech that 

prosperity is always related to good things, such as 

happiness and relief, however, the good things that are 

related to adversity (bad times) should be appreciated 

as it shapes our personality in a positive manner. Bacon 

continues his argument with a Latin saying “Bona rerum 

secundarum optabilia; adversarum mirabilia”, meaning 



“things of victory are desired, opposing wonderful”. 

Bacon, by arguing about this point, wants us to think 

about adversity in a positive way; human should master 

to deal bliss and misery equally. 

It is often seen that most of the miracle happens in 

the time of adversity. They happen so to completely 

neutralize the pain of the calamity. Bacon argues about 

the “faith” of a man. It is in the hands of the God to 

bring the calamity, and it is in his hand to bring relief 

from it. We have a faith that everything he does is for 

the goodness of his creation. He again mentions the 

Latin proverb meaning that the true greatness is to 

have the frailty of man to ask for the security of God. 

It is the true greatness that a powerless, weak man 

searches for protection in God. 

Bacon further says that one can easily find miracles in 

the poetry. Calamities are the part of life and one 

cannot get over it as far as he is living. These 

calamities make it hard for us to have imagination. 

Through imagination, we can take us away from the 

harsh realities of life. Moreover, adversities help us to 

strengthen our imagination by the use of the medium 

such as poetry to express them. 



Bacon, by referring to the Hercules and Prometheus to 

emphasize the virtue of bravery and fortitude. 

Prometheus was a monster but was great 

compassionate toward humans. Bacon uses the 

metaphor of “ocean” to show the hardship faced by the 

Prometheus when his torch, with which he lit the fire 

for humans, was sailed by Hercules. And the Hercules 

after sailing in the ocean find Prometheus having the 

torch. 

Bacon says that prosperity brings temperance 

(moderation) while the virtue of adversity is that it 

brings fortitude (courage in pain) with itself. Both of 

these come hands to hand and are gifts of God. As 

prosperity is the sacred sign of old testimony while 

adversity is the sacred sign of new testimony; however, 

adversity is superior and is an expression of God 

benevolent nature. 

Bacon refers to the Bible and narrates the story of 

hardship in the life of the Job. A Job was a religious 

man who faced too much adversity in his life. By 

referring to this example, Bacon argues that if a man 

like a Job can face such adversities then why not a 

common man? Rather we should be thankful to God who 



makes our life worth living by giving us such 

adversities. 

Bacon, in the end, argues that it is not necessary that 

prosperity will always be accompanied by joy and 

happiness; similarly, it is not always necessary that 

adversity will be accompanied by sorrow and grief nor 

it is not always barren and hopeless. For instance, an 

embroidery work upon a sad and solemn ground might 

be attractive but a dark and depressed work on the 

light-some ground will never be attractive. Bacon 

advised that one should go for what his heart feel 

joyous not for what his eyes find attractive. By taking 

one side, the side of adversity, bacon says that scent 

intensifies its odor when it is crushed. By prosperity, 

one might discover the vice, but adversity helps to 

discover virtue. 
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